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President’s Message
Hi Everyone, I would like to start out this letter by
saying Thank You from the bottom of our hearts to
all the 2019 ICCD Feis volunteers and participants
and ICCD members who helped make this year’s
event one of the best ever!
Year after year, this event is considered one of the
best in the country and the main reason is you. A
special Thank You is needed for our Chairpersons:
Nora Smith, Paul Dolan and Eileen Paulson. The
time and effort that these three put into this event is
just truly remarkable. We can’t thank you enough!
Another special Thank You goes out to Brian
Raughley and his team of parents from the dance
schools. We were faced with many stageconstruction challenges this year and we
accomplished the task with far fewer than our
normal 20 or 30 people. Our hats go off to everyone
who helped. I will personally see to it that these
challenges will not occur in the future.
Thank you to all who helped in the cafeteria and the
Tea Room. Thank you to the Mill Creek Fire
Company, St. Marks High School, all the judges
and musicians, and Dan Smith whose excellent
rendition of the national anthems was enjoyed by
all.
We are truly blessed to have such great volunteers.
Thank you to everyone who came out and
supported this special event—especially our
sponsors.
We understand that everybody’s time is valuable
and the fact that you decided to share it with us is
appreciated and will never be taken for granted.
Please forgive me if I forgot anyone!
In other matters, our parade committee is already
thinking about next year’s parade. We would like
some more participation from high school and

college bands in the area. If you are associated with
any, please let us know of their interest. Thank you!
The ICCD is always open to new ideas and
improving on old ones that will improve the quality
of our Club and member participation. We look
forward to seeing all our members and future
members at our upcoming events and our next
general meeting. Until then…Slainte, Jimmy Mallon

Christmas Dinner—Save the Date
This year, the ICCD Christmas Dinner will be held on
Thursday, December 12 at Catherine Rooney’s, 1616
Delaware Avenue, Wilmington. The cash bar starts at
6 pm, followed by dinner at 7. Contact Paul Mahoney
at 302-658-7989 for more details or email the Club at
302irish@gmail.com. Seven Rings will play!

Children’s Christmas Party
Once again, we have secured Santa Claus to come
visit the kids at our annual Children’s Christmas Party
on Saturday, December 7 from Noon to 3pm. Santa,
who is very busy preparing for Christmas, is asking
once again for a list of those attending so he can
make sure he has the right gifts for each child. We ask
that you pre-register your children by contacting Nora
Smith at either 302-893-6948 or
noratsmith@yahoo.com.

The DE Feis Celebrated 40 Years!
This past August, the Delaware Feis celebrated its
40th anniversary with a gorgeous day at St. Mark's
High School in Wilmington. Nearly 700 competitors
from as far away as California and Canada along
with lots of Irish Delawareans came together to
celebrate some Irish culture in Delaware.

ICCD hosted the Feis, along with amazing
volunteers from several surrounding schools—
McAleer, McHugh, DoCairde, Broesler, Hester,
Harper, and Emerald Isle.
The Feis Committee and ICCD made this year extra
special for the 40th Anniversary of the Delaware
Feis and Festival! A special thanks is always to
Mrs. McHugh and the the late Mr. McHugh who
started the Delaware Feis with an idea back in
1978.
Our 40th anniversary raffle featured the ICCD trip to
Ireland as the main prize. The package is worth
over $2,900 for the August 2020 trip. At the end of
the day, we pulled the winning ticket which was
purchased by Brian Fahey of Wilmington. Congrats
to Brian!

Andrew McDonough, dancers were encouraged to
create fun outfits and dance steps as they danced
the Treble Reel for Charity.
Fees from the reel, totaling $1500, were presented
to Joe McDonough for the Andrew McDonough B+
Foundation.
B+ tee shirts sold out quickly at the ICCD Delaware
Feis following B+ recipient Reena Robinson’s talk.
She told the audience about her own journey
through Stage 4 ovarian cancer and how the B+
Foundation helped her family with medical bills not
covered by their health insurance.

This year, the ICCD was thrilled to welcome back
the bus from Mulvihill - Lynch from Long Island, NY
and all entered wearing their shirts that have been
well known for over the years at Delaware Feis. It’s
always exciting to see what their shirt will say!
To celebrate the 40th anniversary, ICCD awarded
four $250 scholarships. These were drawn at
random from the first three places from preliminary
and the open-level competitions. Our four winners
are: Annie Corzine (Teelin School), Natalie Raff
(Hooley School), Bryan White (Broesler School),
and Paige Wilcox (Lynn O'Grady Quinlan School).
Many thanks to all the volunteers, as well as the
musicians and judges who helped make the
Delaware Feis a great success!

Dancing for a Cause
A new addition to the Delaware Feis, The Treble
Reel for Charity, honored the Andrew McDonough
B+ Foundation, which is the largest financial
supporter of kids and families with childhood
cancer.
In 2007 at the age of 14, Andrew McDonough, an
exuberant young man, was diagnosed with Acute
Myeloid Leukemia. He died six months later.
Andrew’s dad Joe started the foundation whose
mission is to “Live Like Andrew”. In the spirit of

Reena Robinson (left) and Irish dancers pose in their B+ tee shirts.

Guest Bartenders—Save the Date
We’re gearing up for next year’s Guest Bartender
Fundraiser at the Brandywine Brew Company on
Thursday, February 27. This Event benefits our
Scholarship Fund and the Club. This is a fun Event.
As a Guest Bartender, you will send pre-written emails
friends, family and business associates advertising the
Event (no writing involved--just copy, paste and send).
We ask you to do this for four weeks. On the night of
the Event, you’ll have a brief stint as bartender after
being “trained” to pour beer and wine by the staff of
BBC.
Last year’s fundraiser was a great success, but we’re
out to raise even more money this year! Our goal is
$6000.

We were able to offer scholarships to three high
school seniors to help them in their first year of
college.
Contact Anita O’Donnell at
anita.odonnell@cruiseplanners.com or email the Club
at 302irish@gmail.com. We thank you!

We’re Working on History
Do you have a funny story about ICCD? How about an
incident you remember about our Club or facts we
haven’t published yet in the History section of our
website? Paul Dolan, Nora Smith and the Club are
updating our history! So, we need your help. If you
have information you’d like to contribute to our “history
book”, please reach out to Nora at
noratsmith@yahoo.com or Paul at
irish0007@outlook.com.

Our Business Partners
Please support these ICCD member businesses:
BBC Tavern & Grill 4019 Kennett Pike,
Greenville; website: bbctavernandgrill.com
LIKE them at www.facebook.com/bbctavern/
Discount: 10%
Catherine Rooney’s 1616 Delaware Ave., Wilmington
http://catherinerooneys.com/home/ for a 10% discount on
food and drink
Dead Presidents 618 No. Union St., Wilmington 302375-5627 Website: www.deadpresidentspub.com; LIKE
them at www.facebook.com/DeadPresidents-PubRestaurant335193000460/. Discount: 15%

Join Us at an ICCD Meeting!
We love to see our current and future members
each month! So, we’re looking forward to seeing
you at our next meeting on Tuesday, November 19
at Catherine Rooney’s in Wilmington.
Social hour starts at 6 pm. The General Meeting
starts at 7 pm.
Catherine Rooneys, 1616 Delaware Avenue, Trolley
Square, Wilmington. Help us plan future activities
and events.

ICCD Cookbook
Nora Smith contributed a recipe for Guinness Irish
Stew for this month. Enjoy!
Ingredients:
Pint of Guinness Foreign Extra Stout
2 lbs. of stewing beef
1 medium onion, diced
1 large carrot, diced
1 large celery stalk, diced
1 large parsnip, diced
1-1/2 cups of beef stock
Sprigs of fresh thyme and rosemary
Champ potatoes (creamed mashed potatoes &
onion)
Saute vegetables in Dutch oven with butter until
tender. In the meantime, salt and pepper the beef
and dredge in flour. Remove vegetables and brown
beef in the same pan. Add vegetables back into the
pot. Add Guinness and beef stock, cover and cook
slowly for two hours. You can also make this in a
crock pot by cooking over Low for 6 hours. Serve
with champ potatoes.

Great News!

Sunshine News
Jimmy Harkins Sr. and Bill Britton are on the mend!
If you have news on the health and welfare of
members to Eileen Sweeney at 302-454-Irish.

Philip Leach received word that the historical
marker for Henry Clay Village has been approved
by the State. Next, Philip will meet with the State
and Hagley Museum, on behalf of ICCD, to select
the wording and location for the marker.
We’ll keep you posted on arrangements for a
“reveal” celebration sometime in the Spring 2020.

Henry Clay Village, with Breck’s Mill at its center, is
an area along the Brandywine where Irish mill
workers lived. Additionally, the Village includes two
mansions of the duPont family who owned the mills.
The area comprises a little over one-half square
mile.

Board Meeting
There will be an ICCD Board Meeting at Dead
Presidents on Monday, November 18 starting at 6:30
pm. Board members’ presence is requested!

ICCD Visits Ireland August 2020
Yes! We still have some room for you and yours
when we visit Ireland next August 2020.
We’re focusing on the Northwest and North. We’re
visiting a UNESCO Geopark which tourists don’t
normally get to see, as well as the incredible sights
of Giants Causeway and the Slieve League cliffs.
We’ll visit the Titanic Museum and Peace Wall in
Belfast, and then on to Dublin. We’re working on
securing reasonably priced tickets for the Notre
Dame-Navy game for anyone who’d like to attend.
The rest of us will hop on-hop off throughout the
City.
Then, on Sunday we’ll all go to the EPIC Museum
which shows us the story of Irish emigration and
contributions throughout the world, as well as
Guinness to pour the “perfect pint”. The trip is
$1966 for hotels with daily breakfast and some
dinners, tours and motor coach.
Contact Anita O’Donnell at 302-607-8216 or email
her at anita.odonnell@cruiseplanners.com. You can
also read all about it on our website
https://irishde.org.

Congratulations
We’re very proud to announce that ICCD member
Emily Leach has been promoted to Chief of Staff for
VISA in California. Emily is the daughter of Eileen and
Philip Leach. Keep up the good work Emily!

Highlights from the ICCD Delaware Feis!

