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Our Great Hunger Events Turned Out
Well This May
The Club sponsored Irish-American storyteller
David McDonnell on May 1 at Finn McCool’s. What
a great night! We enjoyed dinner, drinks and a good
story. We also collected a barrel of food for the St.
Patrick Center!
Toward the end of McDonnell’s talk, we got a big
surprise when two of the District of Columbia Fire
Department bagpipers came down Main Street, into
the pub and eventually upstairs where we were!
They were in town for Christopher Slutman’s
memorial service.
Was McDonnell’s story a tragic one? Of course. On
the surface, this is a story of the power and greed of
imperial England. On a deeper level, it is the story
of compassion vs. cruelty and the choice that
nations make—even relevant in today’s world.
It is only by retelling the stories of tragedy that we
can become better human beings. We tell the
stories of tragedy, then, to our children and our
children’s children as a way to help each generation
make better choices.
McDonnell set the stage for the Great Hunger—an
Gorta Mor—by explaining that during the 12th
century England decided that Ireland was a part of
their territory, validated by an English Pope.
This didn’t become an issue for the Irish until the
1500s when a few Irish clans fought back as land
was being taken from them—the most severe
uprising being the Nine Years War, which lasted
longer than nine years.
The English, who had incurred debilitating debt by
fighting the Irish, gave away Irish land to their
debtors, who then instituted a plantation system
which also involved sharecropping for the Irish who
were working the plantations. The new owners of

Above: David McDonnell tells us about the Great Hunger

the land didn’t live in Ireland. They hired agents to
run the plantations, making the landowners
“absentee landlords”.
Beginning in 1841, according to McDonnell’s story,
a blight hit Ireland which destroyed one-third of the
potato crop. This eliminated food for many Irish
sharecroppers. The blight continued for the next
seven years.
At least one and a half million Irish died from
starvation and diseases related to starvation during
this time period.
Furthermore, over one million Irish left the island—
some with tickets purchased by the agents of their
absentee landlords—in coffin ships for Canada. We
know that many went to the U.S. as well. That’s why
so many of us are here. Not all Irish traveled here in
coffin ships, but the very poor, of whom there were
thousands, did.

compassion. People are people, regardless of their
race or creed.
The Great Hunger mirrors other stories in history,
like the Holocaust and the Trail of Tears, where
people were eliminated because they were different
from those in power and because they had
something that those in power coveted.
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As an aside, economists and population experts
claim that Ireland has never recovered from the
Great Hunger. They estimate that today the island
would have between six to 10 million inhabitants
had it not been for the Great Hunger. Ireland has
4.8 million people living there.

As with those tragedies, we are reminded that the
greatness of a nation is based on how we treat our
most vulnerable and that the measure of a man is
what he does with power.
The Great Hunger is a tragedy, and we are perhaps
stronger in character because of it. This character
which includes generosity and charity toward others
was in full swing during our commemorations in
May.

Why was this the Great Hunger and not the Great
Famine? Simply put, the English continued to
export livestock that could have fed the Irish and
prevented one and a half million people from dying
a slow, painful death—as well as the one million
people who were able to escape to Canada and the
United States.
McDonnell read the often-quoted statement from
the 1851 Census that the blight seems to have
done its job of decreasing the number of Irish in
Ireland.
Unfortunately, time didn’t permit McDonnell to talk
about those who tried to help. He did not have the
time to mention the Choctaw Nation which sent
money to Ireland to feed the starving or the Turkish
Sultan, Khaleefah Abdul-Majid who wanted to send
10k pounds to Ireland, but was asked not to by
Queen Victoria’s people since she was only giving
2k pounds.
There is a morale in the story of the Great Hunger.
It’s a story of the “haves and the have nots”—of
what can happen when greed and power team up—
and the arrogance of some who rule when they’ve
chosen to lead with cruelty.
From the story of the Great Hunger, we are
reminded that all life deserves respect and

Part Two of Our Commemoration of the
Great Hunger: Night Out to Fight Hunger
On May 11, approximately 85 people joined us to
listen to the great music of Seven Rings at
Catherine Rooney’s in Wilmington. Our barrel of
donated food for the St. Patrick Center was
overflowing. On top of which, we collected almost
$400 in cash for the Center. We donated $500.
Everyone had a great time, dancing, singing and
socializing. Catherine Rooney’s donated appetizers
and the room.

Here are a few pictures from Night Out to Fight
Hunger…

Join Us in July! Featured Speaker!
Our next meeting is July 16. Mark your calendar!
We’d love to see you.
Randy Epstein of Celtic Tours will be joining us to
talk about our 2020 trip to Ireland. This includes a
tour and wraps up with watching the Notre Dame vs
Navy game in Dublin. We’ll have some giveaways
at the meeting related to Ireland too!
Social hour starts at 6 pm. The General Meeting
starts at 7 pm. Where? Catherine Rooneys, 1616
Delaware Avenue, Trolley Square, Wilmington. Help
us plan future activities and events.

If you haven’t done so already, please login
to our website and update your profile
https://irishde.org.

Scholarship Fund
As of this writing, we are happy to award three
scholarships this year! The recipients are:
Katharine Twohig-Hamelin of Newark Charter, Katie
Doran of Padua and Maura Boyce of Garnet Valley
High School. CONGRATULATIONS! Make us
proud this Fall in college

The Feis Celebrates 40 years!
This year’s Feis is August 11. Please volunteer
August 10 and/or August 11. We need help in the
following areas: set up, kitchen, raffle ticket sales,
and clean up.
This is the 40th anniversary of our Feis. To celebrate
this anniversary, a trip to Ireland is our raffle
prize! Tickets are $5 each. Don’t miss out on your
chance to win!

ICCD Planning Tribute to the Forgotten Irish
Paul Schofield, Kevin Freel and Eileen Sweeney
have been working on an event to honor the
Forgotten Irish of Wilmington. They’re being
assisted by Kara Briggs who is petitioning the State
for a historical marker.
Approximately 25 years ago, when Wilmington
Hospital was excavating for a new building, the
graves of hundreds of people were found. Most of
these were Irish, and one was a Civil War hero.
The Diocese of Wilmington then agreed to help with
the re-internment of the remains. They were buried
at All Saints Cemetery on Kirkwood Highway. You
can visit this spot toward the back of All Saints
Cemetery and remember these souls. We’ll keep
you posted on the Tribute event.

Sunshine News
Please send information on the health and welfare
of members to Eileen Sweeney at
302irish@gmail.com.

ICCD Book Club
The first meeting of our newest activity met on May
20. Although we’ve started small, we had a great
time and a fun discussion of Anne Enright’s The
Green Road. The discussion was led by Siobhan
McDonald Newman from her RV located in Virginia
Beach. Thank heavens for Face Time!
In June, we’re discussing Brendan O’Carroll books.
Take your pick of The Mammy, The Chiselers or
The Granny. In July, we’re choosing London
Transports by Maeve Binchy.
You don’t need a Ph.D. in Literature to join the fun
at the ICCD Book Club. You just need to enjoy
reading.

Our Business Partners
Please support these ICCD member businesses:
BBC Tavern & Grill 4019 Kennett Pike,
Greenville; website: bbctavernandgrill.com
LIKE them at www.facebook.com/bbctavern/
Discount: 10%
Finn McCool’s Irish Pub 102 East Main St., Newark
www.McCoolsIrishPub.com. Discount: 15%
Catherine Rooney’s 1616 Delaware Ave., Wilmington
http://catherinerooneys.com/home/ for a 10% discount on
food and drink
Dead Presidents 618 No. Union St., Wilmington 302375-5627 Website: www.deadpresidentspub.com; LIKE
them at www.facebook.com/DeadPresidents-PubRestaurant335193000460/. Discount: 15%

Letter from the President
We have great members! They volunteer their time
to make the Irish Culture Club of Delaware more
relevant so we can continue to teach others about
our culture.
Our members have done a lot of fundraising this
year which is a testimony to the type of people who
belong to the Irish Culture Club of Delaware.
We’ve supported the St. Patrick Center through our
Great Hunger events. Members donated two large
barrels of food for the Emergency Grocery Program
at the St. Patrick Center. In addition we collected
almost $400 in cash and then added to that to make
a $500 donation to the Center.
We’ve raised monies for our Scholarship Fund so
that we were able to award three scholarships this
year!
Now, we’re gearing up to serve lunch at Emmanuel
Dining Room’s three locations thanks to the work of
Brian Raughley, owner of Dead President’s and our
newest Board Member.

It’s summertime now, and that means we can relax
a little and have some fun! It’s time for a little break.
We hope that you’ll join us at all of our summer
activities!
 Irish Heritage Night at the Blue Rocks,
 our annual night at the Phillies, and
 our annual trek to Cowtown Rodeo.
These events sell out very quickly; so please don’t
miss out if you’re in any way interested! Use the
Events page of our website to get more information
and to register.
Please support our Feis this August 11 at St. Mark’s
High School. This is our 40th anniversary, and we
acknowledge the hard work and commitment of all
involved, but especially Nora Smith, Paul Dolan
and Eileen Paulson.
All our hard-working volunteers deserve a big
THANKS! They build and set up stages, prepare
and serve food, sell raffle tickets, and do more to
give young people an opportunity to show their
great dancing talent and compete. We can’t do this
without you! Please volunteer and be a part of this
great event sponsored by your Club!
Speaking of volunteers…do you know your new
Board? Come to our next meeting on July 16 and
say “Hi” to this year’s Board:












Patrick Kelly
Paul Mahoney, II
Eileen McKeown
Brian Raughley
Jim Schofield
Nora Smith
Jimmy Mallon, president
Dave Ireland, vice-president
Philip Leach, treasurer
Anita O’Donnell, secretary
Greg McCoy, ex officio

Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing summer!
Slainte, Jimmy Mallon, 302irish@gmail.com

